India won’t Accept Unfair Trade: Nirmala
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New Delhi: Raising concerns
on stricter visa regimes put in
place by the US, the UK, Austra-
lia and New Zealand that would
hinder easy movement of pro-
fessionals to these countries,
commerce and industry mini-
ster Nirmala Sitharaman said
on Thursday that India will not
accept such unfair trade practi-
ces and called it a right time to
havea global framework for ser-
vicestrade.

“Countries are now very clear-

lyraising protectionist wallsas

regards service trade. And it is
time that we have a global fram-
ework within which trade in
services can happen.

“We will be actively pursuing
our proposal in the WTO,” she
said atanevent here.

The minister said that restric-
tions are being imposed on mo-
vement of professionals and
they are beingequated with mig-
rants who are asylum seekers.

India has suggested multiple
entry visas for those who meet
the host country’s immigration
criteria in a proposal on cross-
border movement of services
andaskedsuch ecountriestorely

on the companies employing
workers to judge their compe-
tenceasitlookstobuilda global
consensus on cross-border bu-
siness workers.

Talking about the executive
order signed by US President
Donald Trump on HiB visas,
Sitharaman said Washington
has committed certain number
of these visas to India and “we
would definitely want” Ameri-
catohonour that commitment.

On whether India would drag
the US and Australia to the
WTO’s dispute resolution me-
ghanism for imposing such me-

“asures, the commerce minister

said: “At thisstage, we will enga-
ge constructively. Atthe sameti-
me, India will ensure that it will
notaccept unfair treatment.”

Stating that currency fluctua-
tions have become the new nor-
mal, she said there is a need to
focus on other factors like in-
frastructure and raw material
cost to enhance export competi-
tiveness. “It is just not the cur-
rency which gives you the com-
petitiveness ...there are other
factors which are equally criti-
cal for our exporters like in-
frastructure, raw material cost,
energy supplies, state restric-
tions,"shesaid.



